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I:1: If the rain fell sufficient for crops but not for trees: Little by little. 
For trees but not for crops: In vast quantity. For this and that, but not 
for filling up cisterns, pits, or caverns, they sound the shofar on their 
account forthwith. It has been taught: They sound the shofar for the 
need of trees half a month before Passover, and for cisterns, ditches, 
and caves, half a month before Pentecost [T.: Tabernacles] [T. Ta. 
2:8C]. 


1:2: Berekhiah, R. Helbo, Pappa in the name of R. Eleazar: “There are 
times that rain comes on account of the merit of a single man, a single 
vegetation, a single field. “All of them may be proved by reference to a 
single verse of Scripture: ‘[Ask rain from the Lord in the season of the 
spring rain, from the Lord who makes the storm clouds], who gives a 
man showers of rain, to every one the vegetation in the field’ (Zech. 
10:1). “‘A man’— not men. “‘Vegetation’— not many sorts of 
vegetation. “‘Field’— not fields.” 


XXV. YERUSHALMI TAANIT 3:3 


ÅND so Too: A TOWN ON WHICH RAIN DID NOT FALL, (AS IT IS SAID, “AnD I 


CAUSED IT TO RAIN UPON ONE CITY AND CAUSED IT NOT TO RAIN UPON 
ANOTHER CITY, ONE PIECE WAS RAINED UPON AND THE PIECE ON WHICH IT 
RAINED NOT DID WITHER” (Amos 4:7) THAT TOWN DECLARES A FAST DAY AND 
SOUNDS THE SHOFAR? 


I:1: Said R. Simeon, “It is written, ‘And I caused it to rain upon one 
city, and caused it not to rain upon another city, one piece was rained 
upon, and the piece on which it rained not did wither’ (Amos 4:7):the 
merit associated with a particular field is what did it.” 


I:2: It is for four reasons that rain comes from above [rather than 
depending on water rising up from the nethermost water, or having 
people rely upon irrigation from wells]: It is because of high-handed 
men [who would divert the current of irrigation ditches and invade 
others’ riparian rights]. It is because of noxious mist. It is so that the 
one above will drink water as does the one below. And it is so that all 
will look to heaven. 


1:3: It is because of the merit of three parties that rain falls: It is 
because of the merit of the land, the merit of steadfast loyalty, and the 
merit of suffering. And all three derive from a single verse of 
Scripture: “Whether for correction, or for his land, or for love 

[ ‘kindness’ ], he causes it to happen” (Job 37:13). 


